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Constitution As amended by 2010 Annual General Meeting
	1. This Association shall be called the “Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur Football Association’ incorporating both the Lothian Amateur Football Association and the Edinburgh Amateur Football Association. The Association shall be affiliated to the “Scottish Amateur Football Association”.



	2. The object of the game will be to foster and develop the game of Amateur Association Football.



	3. Clubs shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting or subsequent Council Meeting. Every Club in membership of this Association must also be members of the Scottish Amateur Football Association. Each Club is allowed two representatives at the Annual General Meeting. The majority of those present shall have power to exclude any Club from membership

.

	4 (a). The annual subscription of clubs admitted to membership of the Association shall be fixed at the Annual General Meeting and shall be payable  by such dates as are fixed by the Association. Failure to make payment will disqualify a Club from taking part in the business of the Association. Each Club shall be bound to pay its share of any deficiency that may occur in the funds of the Association.



	4 (b). Notice of resignation must be made in writing to the Secretary prior to the date of the Annual General Meeting, otherwise clubs shall be held liable for the subscription for the following season.



	5. The management of the Association shall be vested in a Council of a President, Vice President, Honorary Secretary (Admin.), Honorary Secretary (Match), Honorary Treasurer, Minute Secretary, Assistant Match Secretary, Registration Secretary, Sunday Section Administrator and one representative from each club joining the Association. One person may hold more than one position. The quorum for all Council meetings of this Association shall be one - third of the Clubs in membership. An Executive Committee shall be appointed consisting of not less than nine and not more than 15 members, exclusive of the Office Bearers mentioned above, who shall be members ex officii. The quorum for all Executive meetings shall be 7. The President shall have the authority to co-opt members from the Council to any Executive Committee meeting as he sees fit. No referee can sit on Council or Executive Committee, except as a delegate.



	6. All Office Bearers shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting to be held as soon as possible after the close of the competitions, but in any event, not later than the second week in June.



	7. The Management Council, as above constituted, shall have full executory powers over all Clubs joining the Association. All their decisions shall be absolute and final except on appeal to the Scottish Amateur Football Association, as provided for in the Rules.



	8. The Executive Committee, as above constituted shall have full powers to decide all questions involving application of the Association Rules, except so far as specially provided for by any of the said Rules and all their decisions shall be absolute and final, except on appeal to the S.A.F.A., as provided in the Rules.

	9. At all Meetings of the Association, the President or Vice President shall preside. In the event of neither of these officials being present, the chair shall be taken by any Member appointed by a majority of representatives present. The Chairman shall have a casting vote at all Meetings and his ruling on all points of order shall be final.

	10. All communications shall be addressed to the Association Secretary who shall conduct all the correspondence of the Association. The Match Secretary shall keep a record of all clubs in League and Cup Competitions. The Minute Secretary shall be responsible for Minutes of all meetings and attendance records.



	11. The Honorary Treasurer shall effect all money transactions. The financial year of the Association will end on 31 March each year. The Treasurer shall prepare for presentation at the  Annual General Meeting, a Statement of Accounts, duly audited by the appointed Auditors.



	12. The Registration Book shall be open for inspection to clubs who are members of recognised Associations. The fees to be decided at the Annual General Meeting.



	13. All matches in connection with this Association shall be played under the laws of the Association game. The playing season shall run concurrently with that laid down by the Scottish Amateur Football Association.



	14  All Trophies for Competitions are the property of the Association. It will be the responsibility of the Secretary of any Club, which having won and been presented with a trophy or trophies, to return such trophy or trophies to the Association by the dates decided by the Management Council or Executive Committee.

All trophies must be returned in a satisfactory condition, duly engraved and cleaned. Any trophy or trophies returned damaged, not engraved or otherwise in an unfit state for further presentation, may have any defects attended to, and any costs incurred will be debited to the club deemed responsible. In addition any club failing to return a trophy when requested or returning a trophy in an unfit state or not engraved shall be liable to disciplinary action.



	15. Honorary Patrons shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting. Honorary Patrons of the Lothian Amateur Football Association and the Edinburgh Amateur Football Association shall be Honorary Patrons of this Association.



	16. Past Presidents on retiral from office shall be granted Life Membership of the Association and in addition, the Council may recommend to the Annual General Meeting that Life Membership may be granted to individuals who are deemed worthy recipients. Life Members shall have the right of attending Council Meetings and shall be able to exercise the right of voting at such meetings. Life Members may also be elected to the Executive Committee and shall have full voting powers. The term “Life Member” shall include Life Members of the Lothian Amateur Football Association and the Edinburgh Amateur Football Association.



	17. The Council shall have power to add to the Association’s Rules as they from time to time deem expedient, provided they do not alter any Rule adopted at the Annual General Meeting.

Notice of any alterations of Rules to take place at the Annual General Meeting must be submitted to the Association Secretary, in writing, before the 30th day of April in the current year.

Copies of all proposed alterations to Rules shall be submitted to the Clubs in Membership at least 14 days prior to the Annual General Meeting.



	18. Alterations of the Constitution

Alterations can be made at an Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting summoned for that purpose by the Honorary Secretary, on the written request of 8 clubs in Membership, and such alterations must have a majority of two -thirds of those in attendance and entitled to vote at the said Meeting.



	19. The Council shall have power to alter, suspend, or cancel any League or Cup Competition of the Association at any time, in any season, for such reasons, as they may deem fit.




RULES
	All competitions under the Association’s control shall be played according to the laws of the game as adopted by the Scottish Football Association p.l.c.



	1. (a) The League Competitions shall be played on League principles. Three points to count for a win and one point for a draw. There shall be such divisions as may be necessary according to the number of Clubs in membership of the Association. No Club shall have more than one XI in any one division. Where two or more Clubs are equal in points in any section at the end of the season the Championship of the League or promotion or relegation may be decided by accumulation of disciplinary points per Rule 3 (g). Only disciplinary points accumulated in league games will be used in this decision..



	1. (b) When promotion and relegation is in operation by this Association, this will be compulsory with the exception of the Central League as approved by the Executive Committee.

1. (c) All games shall be played on grass or 3rd/4th generation synthetic turf with a rubber infill.

	1. (d) There shall be a Sunday Section which will comply with the Constitution & Rules of this Association and the Scottish Amateur Football Association. Any reference to Match Secretary in the Rules of the Association shall also apply to Sunday Section Administrator.

	2. (a) Any Club failing to attend Council Meetings shall be fined a sum of £10 for each occasion. Only two apologies per season will be allowed per club.



	2. (b) The Council and/or Executive Committee shall have power to fine any club violating any of the Rules of this Association subject to any fine imposed not exceeding £100 in addition to any penalty that may be imposed under the Rule infringed. 



	2 (c) Any Club failing to pay any fine by the due date may be liable to be debt suspended.



	2(d) Every club is required to be represented at the Annual General Meeting of the Association. Any club failing to be represented shall be fined a sum of £50.



	3. (a) The clubs shall receive from the Match Secretary, or Fixture Secretary, their League and Cup fixtures which must be played on the dates stipulated.



	3. (b) In the event of a fixture being unfulfilled or abandoned both clubs concerned must notify the Administration Secretary, in writing, within four days of the fixture, stating the reasons thereof.



	3. (c) Home teams must telephone their match score immediately after the match. Results not received by 5.30pm on Saturday and 9.30pm mid week will incur a fine as follows:
1st  Offence 
£10

2nd Offence
£15

3rd Offence
£20

The club will be cited before the Executive Committee for any further offences.


	3. (d) Precedence over League and Cup games will be given to competitions organised by the Scottish Amateur Football Association. Where a club is composed of two or more Xls and one of those Xls is engaged in Cup competitions outwith the jurisdiction of this Association, the other Xl or Xls (under the jurisdiction of this Association) must adhere to the league programme or Cup ties according to the fixture obtaining, if necessary, an alternative ground and can only be considered eligible for exemption, if so requested, when their Xl above mentioned reach the semi final or final of any one of the aforesaid Cup competitions, such exemption only to be granted on written application as provided for in the Rules. 



	3. (e) Any Club responsible for the abandonment of any fixture will be cited to attend a disciplinary hearing to answer the specific charge of being responsible for the abandonment of the fixture prior to any disciplinary action being taken against the Club. If the reasons are deemed to be unsatisfactory, the defaulting club or clubs shall pay all expenses, such expenses to be adjusted by the Executive Committee and may be liable to loss of points and a fine not less than £25.



	3. (f) Any Club forfeiting a fixture may incur the following penalties in addition to conceding the points or cup ties to its opponents:

First Offence:         £25 fine and 3 points deduction

Second Offence:    £50 fine and 6 points deduction

Third Offence:      £100 fine and 9 points deduction

On a 4th occasion the club will be cited before the Executive Committee under Rule 20.



	3. (g) Final league placings may be decided by an accumulation of disciplinary points calculated as follows:

(1) Caution                                                                                                                                     1 point

(2) Serious Foul Play, Receiving 2nd caution, Denying Goalscoring Opportunity                         2 points

(3) Offensive, insulting or abusive language                                                                                  3 points

(4) Offensive, insulting or abusive language by club officials                                                       4 points

(5) Violent Conduct (standard offences)                                                                                        4 points

(6) Sidelines reported by referee                                                                                                    5 points

(7) Serious Offences eg headbutting, spitting, threatening & aggressive behaviour to referee    10 points

(8) Causing abandonment of fixture                                                                                            20 points

(9) Referee assault                                                                                                                       25 points



	3. (h) If a club accumulates disciplinary points caculated as in Rule 3 (g) of 80 points or over, the club may be cited before the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall have the power to deal with the club as it sees fit and this shall include points deduction, suspension, expulsion or fine to any extent.



	4. If any Xl of any Club wishes to be excused from playing on a particular date throughout the season such club must make special application in writing at least 14 days prior to the date to the Match Secretary who has the power to grant this concession. If any Club wished to be excused from playing on a particular date from the second Saturday in April until the end of May, such Club must make special application in writing prior to the 31st March. No Xl can obtain more than two exemptions in one season. No Xl or club will be granted consecutive Saturdays. Exemptions will only be granted in exceptional circumstances and have to be approved by the Executive Committee.



	5. (a) The Match Secretary shall appoint Referees for all League and Association Cup ties. The home Club must notify their appointed Referee and their opponents not later than four days before the match. A club failing to comply with this rule will be liable to a fine of £25 per offence. In addition the offending club may be held liable to forfeture of the fixture and any related costs may be awarded against it.



	5. (b) The Match Secretary does not have direct contact with the Referee and it is the responsibility of the home Club to confirm his appointment. The home Club will only contact the Match Secretary should the Referee be unable to accept the fixture. The home Club will confirm the replacement referee with the Match Secretary.  Failure to comply with this rule will be considered serious and the Club may be penalised by a fine under Rule 2 in addition to any other penalty which may be incurred.



	5. (c) Where there is a similarity in the colours of the competing Clubs, the home Club shall effect a change. In semi-finals, finals and League deciders both Clubs shall arrange to play in dis-similar strips.



	5. (d) Both Clubs shall provide a football fit for match play and be responsible for providing a linesman. All matches shall be played with goal nets in place, this being the responsibility of the home club.



	5. (e) Numbers must be worn on strips. These must correspond with the team lines. Failure to comply with this rule will incur a £5 fine.



	6 (a) Only Referees shall have the power to declare a ground unplayable (except any Educational Authority ground, Public Park pitches and the grounds of those Clubs which have received permission by this Association) or to terminate or suspend a game by stating his reasons to the respective Captains. Home Clubs shall be responsible for all expenses in League games or Cup ties in the event of such an occurrence. In the event of a ground being declared unplayable, Referees shall be entitled to half tariff shared equally between both Clubs,

 but only if they have attended at the ground.



	6. (b) Prior to the start in all games, the teams shall give to the Referee on the field, two lists of the proper names and residential addresses of the players in their respective teams (including substitutes ) on the official team sheet  (Christian names and addresses to be given in full). The team sheet shall include the names of the clubs, the competition, date and venue, and the shirt number allocated to each player. 

The Administration Secretary shall report all cases of improperly completed team sheets and Clubs may be liable to a  £2  fine.   The Referee shall hand one copy of the team sheet to the opponents and forward the other copy, result of the game, and reports of any players ordered off or cautioned, to the Administration Secretary within twenty-four hours, excluding Sundays



	6. (c ) Protests relative to the ground, goal posts, or other appurtenances and violations of Rules, with the exception of those under Rules 7 and 8, must be formally intimated to the Referee and to the opposing team by the team protesting at the time the violation of the Rules take place. 

 

	6. (d) All protests must be lodged in writing, by the protesting Club and received by the Administration Secretary by Registered Post or Recorded Delivery bearing a postmark and deposit of £5 not later than the third day, excluding Sunday, after the game has been played. A copy of the protest, specifying the nature of the protest and date of infringement, shall be sent by Registered Post or Recorded Delivery in like manner and within the same period of time to the Secretary of the Club protested against. Protests once lodged, cannot be withdrawn.



	7. (a) Clubs, after having been admitted to Membership of this Association, which are found playing a player other than a bona fide Amateur in any League or Cup game of this Association, shall be liable to any one of the penalties specified in Rule 8 (b) and shall be liable to suspension from this Association. Any player registered under the S.F.A., if his Registration has not been cancelled by the first day of April in the current season, will not be eligible to play for a Club in membership of this Association.  



	7. (b) Any Clubs having doubts as to the eligibility of a player may approach the opposing Secretary and ask that the player sign his name and give his date of birth on the reverse of the team sheet. The opposing Club must ensure that the player complies with this request and must witness this procedure. Failure by either the opposing Club or the player to ensure this procedure is carried out correctly will be investigated by the Executive Committee who may award the points or any cup ties to the protesting Club, and deal with the player. 



	8. (a) Any Club found to have played an ineligible player in League games may have 3 points deducted from their total for each occasion. Clubs protesting may have points awarded. In Cup ties the Club may be disqualified from the competition and the protesting team awarded the tie.

	8. (b) Any Club having deliberately played a player under an assumed name shall be liable to a fine not less than £100 and any other penalty decided by the Executive Committee.

	9. (a) Any player, or players, ordered off the field for misconduct may resume playing until they have been dealt with under the SAFA fixed penalty guidelines (see Appendix 1) or by the Executive Committee of this Association. The Administration Secretary must notify such offending players by letter of their suspension or to appear at the first appropriate Committee Meeting of this Association. Clubs will be fined £5 for each offence except for the offences of Violent Conduct and Offensive, Insulting or Abusive Language to the referee where the fine shall be £10.



	9. (b) Players reported for having been cautioned on four occasions will be dealt with under the SAFA fixed penalty guidelines (See Appendix 1) and the player and his Club advised of the decision. Any further sets of four cautions will be dealt with in the same manner. There will be no rright of appeal against any caution or cautions received except in cases where there may be a case of mistaken identity. Clubs with players cautioned during the season will be fined £2 for each offence



	9. (c) All Club officials reported must be called before the Executive Committee to answer specific charges arising from the misconduct report in question and if found guilty of a standard offence the appropriate fixed penalty suspension must be applied. Should the official be guilty of a serious offence the Committee shall have the discretion to apply any sanction considered appropriate. The relevant Committee shall fine the official’s club a sum not less than £25 and not greater than £100 if that official is found guilty of any offence.



	10. When it can be proved that spectators at a League game or Cup tie conduct themselves in such a manner as to interfere with the players or Referee and stop the game, the Executive Committee shall, on application of either Club, have the power to order the match to either Club and take further action as may be deemed necessary.



	11. Any Club, player or Club member may appeal to the Scottish Amateur Football Association against any decision of this Association affecting the Club or a member of the Club. Such appeals to be lodged by recorded or registered delivery and in duplicate within seven days of receipt of notice of the decision of this Association and accompanied by a deposit of £50 include. VAT. This deposit may be forfeited the Scottish Amateur F.A, decide. The grounds of appeal must be specifically stated and if the Scottish Amateur F.A. consider the appeal frivolous or trivial, the appellant may be liable to a levy up to a sum of money which shall be fixed annually by the Appeals Committee. Any decision of the Scottish Amateur F.A. must be given effect to by this Association. The decision against which any appeal is made will only be set aside when the appeal is received by the Scottish Amateur F.A. and agreed to be in order and confirmation is received in writing by the parties concerned.



	12. Cup competitions of this Association shall have priority over League games with the Miller Challenge Cups in precedence. No other League games shall have precedence over Lothian & Edinburgh Amateur League games. The Executive Committee shall be the authority over the interpretation of this Rule and they have the power to promote such competitions as they may from time to time deem fit.



	13. The following registration procedures shall be adopted by all Associations and Leagues in membership of the Scottish Amateur Football Association and shall apply to all football which is played under the jurisdiction of the Scottish Amateur Football Association involving member clubs, this being fully effective from 1st August 2009: -

A player to be eligible to play must be registered on a Recreational Form for the relevant club(s) provided that such clubs are in membership of the Scottish Amateur Football Association.

A player may not register for more than one club who play on the same fixture day, this being defined by the affiliation form submitted by each Association and League

The entire Recreational Form, fully and properly completed, must be received by the Secretary of the relevant Association or League within three days of the date of signing (Sundays excluded).  A player’s eligibility to play will be governed by the Constitution and Rules of the relevant Association and Leagues.

The Recreational Form as posted must be accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope to the sender.  After being franked with the relevant association/league stamp to establish its date of receipt, the club portion of the form will be returned to the club.

Failure to complete the full postal address, including the village or town, district or postcode as required on a Recreational Form will result in the registration being rejected.

Changes of address of registered players must be intimated in writing to the National Secretary and to the Secretary of the relevant Association / League responsible, by the Secretary of the club to whom such players are attached within 14 days of such change.

The registration of a player on a Recreational Form will lapse automatically at the end of the season (30th June each year) in which he signed the form, and the player will be free to sign for the club of his choice thereafter.

Note: With the exception of the summer registrations, when the recreational forms will automatically cancel on 30th September in each season.

A player who is registered for a club by means of a Recreational Player Registration Form may, from 1st May each season, sign and be registered for that club for the ensuing season.

A player who is registered for a club by means of a Recreational Player Registration Form may, from 15th May each season, sign and be registered for another club for the ensuing season, provided he is otherwise eligible to do so.

Before a player signs a Recreational Form, the club should ensure that all details have been fully inserted.  The player at the time of signing must personally insert the date of signing.  The player’s signature and that of the Secretary or other accredited official of the club shall be attested by a responsible third party.

A player who is suspended (dated or games) may not sign a Recreational Form unless in the case of a games suspension his registration has automatically ended in accordance with the terms of this rule.

Should a player have his registration cancelled prior to the commencement of a game(s) suspension he shall be eligible to register for another club in membership of the Scottish Amateur Football Association and thereafter must complete his suspension prior to playing for that club

Players who play without having being registered in accordance with this rule will be grounds for protest in the season in which such offence has occurred.

Failure to adhere to the registration procedure will result in the responsible parties being dealt with by the relevant committee.

No transfer or cancellation of registration will be sanctioned after 31st March each season to allow a player to register for another club in membership of the Scottish Amateur Football Association with the exception of that of a golakeeper with such registration form to be clearly marked that that it applied to the position of goalkeeper only.
Players registered with a club in membership of the Scottish Amateur Football Association which operate more than one team shall have freedom of movement within that club subject to the Constitution and Cup Competition Rules of the Scottish Amateur Football Association.

A player may have his registration cancelled by submitting the appropriate request in the correct manner to the relevant Association or League.

A club desiring to have a player’s registration cancelled must forward their club portion of the Recreational Form to the Secretary of the relevant Association or League complete with a stamped addressed envelope for its return.

The cancellation of a player’s registration will be effective from the date on which proper notice of the cancellation is received by the Secretary of the relevant Association or League.  When a request to have a registration cancelled has been lodged, the player shall neither play nor sign for any other club until his registration has been cancelled by the Secretary of the relevant Association or League.

Players of clubs which fold or cease to exist during the currency of a player’s match suspension shall be eligible to register for a new club.  The club for which the player registers, should send the Recreational Form to the Secretary of the relevant Association or League accompanied by a letter from the player indicating the number of matches of his suspension he has still to serve.  The matches played by that new club from the date of receipt will be counted towards serving of suspension.

When a player and a club for which he is registered are unable mutually to agree to the cancellation of his registration, the player may apply to the Secretary of the relevant Association or League to have his registration cancelled.  The Secretary of the relevant Association or League shall refer the matter to their Executive Committee who shall have the authority to sanction the cancellation of the player’s registration provided that the player has met all his commitments to the club for which he is currently registered.  The player will only be eligible to participate again in football after receiving written notification from the Secretary of the relevant Association or League.

The Secretary of the relevant Association or League shall have the authority to cancel registration of players in cases of clubs for which they are registered becoming defunct, debt suspended for a period of one month or longer or where reasons satisfactory to the Secretary are adduced as to why the registration should be cancelled.

Players of a defunct club will be permitted to register for another club subject to the registration rules.

Players must be registered for a club in membership of the Scottish Amateur Football Association on a Recreational Form in order to be eligible to participate in all cup ties played under the jurisdiction of that body.

Trialists who are eligible to play will be permitted subject to the registration rules of each relevant Association or League.



	13. (b) Each Club will be able to register a maximum of 30 players per team at any one time. A stamped addressed envelope must accompany all registration forms. Failure to do so will result in a £1 fine being levied for each offence. All players must be amateurs and must be registered by the Registration Secretary 24 hours before playing for any Club involved in any competitions in the Lothian & Edinburgh A.F.A. Clubs failing to comply to the above will be fined a statutory sum of £5 per offence [trialists excepted – see Rule 13(l)] and may be cited for other offences which may result in loss of points or Cup tie.



	13. (b) Where a club has more than 1 team playing in the Association each player must be registered  with a specific team within the club.

	13. (c) A minimum of 11 players must be registered no later than seven days after the first Council Meeting of each season. Any Club in membership of this Association prior to the first Council Meeting, who have failed to register their minimum pool of players by the aforementioned seven days will be fined the statutory sum of £5.



	13. (d) Once a player has played for any XI in any Cup competition of this Association he is not eligible to play for any other XI in the same competition during the current season. Neither is a player eligible to play who has played for another Club or another XI of his own Club in any Senior Cup competition during the current season unless such a player shall have played a league game for his new Club within 28 days under the jurisdiction of this league after having participated in any Senior Cup competition.



	13. (e) When a player signs registration forms for more than one Club the first form that is received by the Registration Secretary will be considered to be that by which the player is registered.



	13. (f) A fee of £1 will be charged for a search of a player’s registration.



	13. (g) Any Club can cancel a player’s registration by making a request in writing to the Registration Secretary who will in turn advise the player. A fee of £1 will be levied for each cancelled registration.



	13. (h) Any player registered with the Scottish Football Association at 31st March will not be allowed to register in the current season and cannot play as a trialist.



	13.  (i) Any change of address must be notified to the Registration Secretary in writing as soon as possible.



	13. (j) Trialists :

A player may play two League games for a club as a trialist provided this is clearly noted on the team lines and that the player is not registered with any other club. The player must be registered as per rule 13 (a) before he can play a third game with that club. A player may only play as a trialist for two clubs in any one season and the registration secretary will keep a record of all such players. A club may only play a maximum of three trialists in any one League game and a maximum of 30 trialists in one season. Trialists can only be used in League games. A player shall not be eligible to play for a club in a cup-tie unless he is registered..

Any player who is listed as a trialist but does not take part in the fixture shall be deemed not to have taken part in the fixture, and the listing of such player shall neither be grounds for protest, nor shall the player be listed as a trialist against the Club concerned.



	14. No Club in membership of this Association shall approach any player of another Club in Membership of this Association without first notifying the Secretary of his present Club, of their intention to try and obtain his services.



	15. Players may transfer between Clubs in the Association. The transfer application must be made on official transfer form. The player must also complete a registration form for his new Club, as per Rule 13. (a). Clubs failing to agree a transfer may report the facts to the Executive Committee who can grant the said transfer. A fee of £2 will be levied. Transfers cannot be granted after the 1st April of any season.



	16. (a) In Cup Ties the Club first out of the ballot shall have choice of venue except in semi-finals and final Ties which will be selected by the Match Secretary. Ties will be decided over 90 minutes of play and in the event of a draw a period of 30 minutes extra time will be played and again, if drawn, the Tie will be decided by penalty kicks. In League Cups first out of the ballot will have choice of venue with the exception of the final.



	16. (b) In League games and LEAFA cup ties the home Club pays the ground charges and the away Club pays the referee’s tariff. In Lothian & Edinburgh F.A. Cup ties the ground charges and Referee’s tariff are shared by both Clubs with the exception of Cup Finals where costs are paid by the Association. It is the responsibility of the away team to ensure the referee is paid (prior to the game if requested).



	16. (c)The Executive shall have direct control of all arrangements, receipts and disbursements in connection with final Ties.



	16. (d) Referees that act as Assistant Referees shall be awarded half tariff.



	17. (a) Any Club wishing to change its name must apply in writing. This application will be decided by the Executive Committee and there may be a waiting period of up to 2 years.



	17. (b) Any change of named officials by Clubs must be approved by Council.



	18. Where a Club resigns or is expelled from the Association, after league divisions have been formed at the Annual General Meeting, all fixtures played by that Club shall be declared null and void and the Club for the purposes of promotion and relegation shall be placed at the bottom of its division.Any such Club shall be withdrawn from cup competitions, with ties awarded to their scheduled opponents.

Any such Club shall not be included in any cup competitions not yet drawn at the time of resignation or expulsion.Any reapplication from such clubs shall be treated as an application from a new Club, for acceptance or otherwise at the Annual General Meeting or Management Council Meeting. Registered players of such clubs will become free agents from the date of resignation or expulsion, and may sign for other Clubs in the Association. Such players will be regarded as cup-tied, and therefore grounds for protest, in respect of cup competitions in which they have participated with their original Clubs. Cautions recorded against such players will remain on record, any cautions reported with the players new Club will be added to existing cauitions and the player will be laible to suspension as per rules. Any outstanding suspensions will be served by the player in respect of his new Club.



	19. Where it can be proved that players, members or spectators of any club persistently harass or abuse any referee by using obscene language or words of intimidation or otherwise, the Executive Committee shall have power to take further action as it sees fit. This shall include suspension, expulsion or fine to any extent and shall be in addition to any action due under the SAFA fixed penalty guidelines or by violation of any other rule of the Association.



	20. The Executive Committee shall have the power to deal with as it sees fit any individual or club whose conduct is deemed to be unsportsmanlike or not in accord with the objects of the Association. This shall include suspension, expulsion or fine to any extent and shall be in addition to any action due under the SAFA fixed penalty guidelines or by violation of any other rule of the Association.



	21. Any Club official or player who is found guilty of a serious offence (eg headbutting,  spitting,  abusive or aggressive behaviour to a club official or referee,  racial abuse,  or any other offence which the Executive Committee considers to be unacceptable behaviour  may be excluded from membership of the Association subject to approval of Council.



	22. The Association has a Forum on its website on which members can post views and comments on Association business. When posting views members must not post anything which


*is likely to bring the Association into disrepute
*is likely to cause embarrassment or offence to any clubs, players, club officials, Office Bearers of the Association or Match Officials
* is against the Association’s expected standard of behaviour
* is likely to have negative consequences for the Association or any member
* contains offensive, insulting or abusive language 

* is a direct criticism of any club, players, club officials, Office Bearers of the Association or Match Officials

Also, members must not comment on any matter which may be subject to disciplinary proceedings in case this has a prejudicial effect on those proceedings. 

Anyone breaching those rules will be cited to appear before the Executive Committee charged with bringing the Association into disrepute and the Executive Committee shall have the power to deal with as it sees fit any individual found guilty which shall include suspension or expulsion.



	23 (a)  Any club found guilty of playing a player under an assumed name will be suspended and excluded from membership.

	23 (b) Named club officials present at game where players are found guilty of playing under an assumed name will be suspended and excluded from membership.

	23 (c) Players found guilty of playing under an assumed name will be suspended and excluded from membership.



	APPENDIX 1
The following disciplinary procedures shall be adopted by the League, and shall apply to all football which is played under the jurisdiction of the Scottish Amateur Football Association. 

a.  Fixed Penalties for Standard Offences
     (Players do not have to be cited to attend a meeting)

Offence
Suspension
Serious Foul Play

2 Games

Violent Conduct -

 

Adopting a threatening or aggressive attitude

3 Games

Punching an oponent 

4 Games

Attempting to punch an opponent

3 Games

Kicking an opponent

4 Games

Attempting to kick an opponent

3 Games

Pushing an opponent

3 Games

Striking an opponent

4 Games

Attempting to strike an opponent

3 Games

Elbowing an opponent in face

8 Games

Elbowing an opponent on body

4 Games

Kicking and punching an opponent

8 Games

Grabbing an opponent by throat

6 Games

Stamping on an opponent
8 games

Denies a Goal or Goal scoring opportunity by deliberately handling the ball or other means

1 Game

Offensive, insulting or abusive language

2 Games

Offensive, insulting or abusive language towards the referee

3 Games

Receiving a 2nd caution in the same match

1 Game

Stamping on an opponents head is considered to be a serious offence of exceptional misconduct.
                                   



	

	Cautions
Accumulation of Cautions           First  5 Cautions            1 Game
                                                   Second 5 Cautions         3 Games
                                                   Third 5 Cautions            6 Games

Cautions for one playing season will not be carried forward to the next season.

Should a player be called to appear before the Executive Committee, the Committee shall have the authority to impose a sanction in terms of a fixed penalty or dated suspension whichever is considered appropriate to the offence of which the player has been found guilty.

Any player who amasses a total of 10 games or more in any one season, will be cited to appear before the Executive Committee for any subsequent misconduct reports,  with the Committee having the authority to impose any section deemed appropriate in such cases.

The Secretary will confirm in writing to the player or official and their registered club the details of games suspensions imposed.

A player receiving a Games Suspension as a result of an offence committed while playing for his Club will be suspended from all Saturday football under the jurisdiction of the Scottish Amateur Football Association until his Club has completed the requisite number of games played in competitions which are scheduled by LEAFA and Scottish Amateur Football Association.

Any match suspension or part thereof which is outstanding when a player joins a new Club at the start of the season, or is transferred to another Club during the season, must be served with the player’s new Club and the player will be ineligible to play for his new Club until that Club has played and completed the required number of matches.

A player can only serve a match suspension if he is registered with a Club in membership of The Scottish Amateur Football Association, and will only begin to serve his suspension from the date of his registration being accepted by the Association. 

A match abandoned does not count as a completed match in terms of a player serving a suspension.

There is no right of appeal against fixed penalty suspensions.

A report of all match suspensions will be forwarded to the Secretary of the Scottish Amateur Football Association.

b.  Serious Offences of Exceptional Misconduct

1.  Referee Assault
2.  Physically Threatening the Referee
3.  Verbally Threatening the Referee
4.  Physical Assault on or by Club Officials
5.  Headbutting
6. Spitting

All misconduct reports relating to offences of the above nature will be forwarded to the Secretary of the Scottish Amateur Football Association in order that they can be dealt with by the relevant National Disciplinary Committee.  The list of offences included in Rule 31 is not exhaustive and the Executive Committee shall have the power to cite parties considered relevant to any misconduct report in question.

Should a player be called before the Executive Committee, the Committee has the authority to impose a sanction in terms of a fixed penalty, or dated suspension whichever is considered appropriate to the offence of which the player has been found guilty. All dated suspensions which are imposed for a period of time of one year or longer must be dated to commence from the day after the date of the meeting at which the suspension was applied. All suspensions which are imposed for a period of time which is less than one year must be dated to commence seven days after the date of the meeting at which the suspension was applied.


Guidelines for Serious Offences

Referee Assault
Must be a dated suspension with a maximum suspension of 10 years - not "Sine Die"

Physically threatening referee - attempting to lay hands on the referee
Maximum suspension 5 years

Verbally threatening referee
Maximum suspension 3 years

Physical assault on club officials
Maximum suspension 5 years

Serious violent conduct- eg. deliberately kicking opponent on head
Maximum suspension 5 years

Headbutting
Maximum suspension 18 months

Spitting
Maximum suspension 5 years.  Spitting at or on a referee is considered to be serious assault.

Deliberately and knowingly playing a suspended player under an assumed name
Maximum suspension 2 years

Deliberately playing while under suspension, using an assumed name
Maximum suspension 2 years

Deliberately and knowingly playing a suspended player
Maximum suspension 2 years

Deliberately playing or participating while under suspension
Maximum suspension 1 year
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